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From the Commodore: 
      We hope you all survived Irene successfully! For you cruisers who plan to 
participate in the Labor Day Cruise and have not yet notified Dave Shiverick, 
please do so. To date, we have ten boats. By Friday, the seas should have 
calmed, and the weather looks promising with sunshine!  
      On September 10th, the racers will be trying to maintain possession of the 
Around Islesboro Race. We encourage participation there. 
      Then, do plan to attend the Lobster Picnic on September 24th at 3:00 PM. 
As in the past, the choice of lobster or steak is complements of the club, with 
members asked to contribute an hors d’oeuvre, salad, side dish, or dessert. This 
is always a fun wrap up of the season, but stay tuned for a Fall meeting. 
      Jesse Henry is planning an October banquet for the racers for celebration of 
the successful year and presentation of awards. 
      This will be my last Newsletter as your Commodore. It has truly been a 
rewarding experience working will all of you, both with the Executive 
Committee, and with those with whom Dave and I have enjoyed the pleasure 
of casual chats at the club. It is not just one or two people who make a 
successful club, but all of you who have planned, directed, and participated! I 
thank you ALL for a wonderful year! 
From Cruise Chairman Steve Pierce: 
      Due to the weather, the RYC week’s cruise didn’t go quite as planned, which 
was to reach Roque Island. However, all nine participating boats reported a 
great time! Anchored together in Pretty Marsh Harbor on Tuesday were: 
SELKIE, ALTAIR, OSPREY, SEA MONKEY, SPIRITS, SUMMERSALT, SNOWY OWL, 
INTUITO, and PERSEPHONE. Shown below is the crowd on SPIRITS for cocktails.,   
       
       

  Special thanks go to Rick and Julie Palm on ALTAIR who helped out Toni and Gerritt 
Vander Veer on PERSEPHONE for towing them when they encountered engine 
problems, and to Don and Jody Abbott on SNOWY OWL, who braved pouring rain in 
the wee hours of the morning in their dinghy, to assist INTUITO when they dragged 
their anchor. It sure is helpful, to cruise with other boats, not to mention the 
camaraderie involved! Cruisers are looking forward to the next cruise, and especially 
the week’s cruise! 
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In Buckle Harbor on Thursday of the Week’s 
Cruise: Toni and Gerritt Vander Veer, Judy Turner 
and Alan MacDonald, Melissa Evers and Jim Easton 
with guest Elizabeth, Bob Spencer and Ed Neisingh,  
and Steve and Jennie Pierce with guests Bill, 
Nicole, Tom and Adrian. 

Rockland Breakwater Swim 
   Members of our yacht club , Doug and Tamao Roth, who are members of the Maine Masters Swimming 
Association, came up with the idea of a Rockland Breakwater swim only open to Masters Swimmers. six 
years ago. The tee shirts say “1 Mile Out/1 Mile In/60F Water”. It doesn’t say that the event is held rain or 
shine, hurricane or calm. In ‘09, it was held with tropical storm Danny causing heavy surge  against the 
outside of the breakwater, necessitating the swim to be held wholly inside the breakwater.  
    This year, 2011, the race was swum by 28 contestants and because of the calm water before Tropical 
Storm Irene descended upon us, the race was the full course. Ten Swimmers doing the two laps for a total 
of 3 miles left at 10 AM. Fifteen minutes later, eighteen swimmers headed out. Everyone completed the 
course they had chosen, no one got hypothermia because the water had warmed up to 63 ½ degrees, and 
there were no injuries. Everyone stayed for the awards ceremony and the high energy peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches. These brave men and women must be congratulated for their dedication to the sport and 
for their stamina and perseverance. Doug and Tamao must also be congratulated for the countless hours 
they spend to make the event a success. It is great to have such a dedicated couple as members of our 
yacht club. Thanks to George Sayre for his work with them and for this article.  

Ten youth sailors from Rockland Community Sailing enjoyed a fantastic night of racing on Rockland Yacht Club boats during 
the first ever RYC-RCS Youth Keelboat Scholarship Regatta on August 18.  Nine RYC boats competed in three 'round the buoys' 
races, but the cool part is each yacht had a RCS youth sailor in the crew. 
  
All youth sailors skippered the second race, and many also drove during the third race.  Five to fifteen knot southerly winds 
under sunny skies and a beautiful sunset made for steady sailing. The top three boats on corrected PHRF time were "AKC 
Hound", owner George Emory with RCS sailor Bradley Gannon(15), "Walkabout", skipper Doug Pope with RCS sailor Andy 
Bird(11),  and "Havoc" owner Pattie Spaulding and RCS sailor Robin Lewis (12).  
  
"at The event was a triple win - RCS sailors gained keelboat racing experience, RYC shared their racing with the younger 
generation, and registration fees generated $450 for youth sailing scholarships, " said KC Heyniger, Waterfront Programs 
Director RCS. "Everyone involved had such a great experience that I know we'll be doing this race every year from now on." 
 



"  
For many of the RCS sailors,  (who usually sail small dinghies), racing on a full-size keelboat was an eye opening 
highlight to their summer sailing.  RCS Head Instructor Collin Pope noted his students were pretty much in 
awe working with the bigger sails, ropes, and winches.  They saw the importance of teamwork between 
numerous crewmates and experienced the action and speed of big boats maneuvering within inches of each 
other.  It gave them an exciting glimpse of where their sailing skills can take them in the future. 
  
During the post race BBQ "it was hard to tell who was smiling more - the RCS youth who got to sail and steer big 
keelboats or the skippers and crews who clearly enjoyed sharing their racing skills with eager young sailors," 
noted Heyniger.  "I knew our sailors would get a charge out of racing on RYC boats, but it was very satisfying to 
see how much fun the regular RYC boat crews had with the young guest sailors." 
  
The first place boat will have it's name, boat owner, and RCS youth sailor's names sewn into a small scale 
Optimist dinghy sail that will hang at the club as a perpetual trophy, (donated by Pope Sails and Rigging).The 
first three boats received silver trophies provided by David Jones, the RYC event co-creator with Heyniger.  All 
the owners gave their trophies to their extremely psyched young RCS crewmembers.  All youth competitors were 

given RYC T-shirts.  All participants received finely crafted sailboat prints from the Apprenticeshop. 
A strong sense of continuity and camaraderie permeated this inaugural event. RYC members who helped start the youth 
program 14 years ago were involved including Charles Faulkingham who took race photos, and Doug Pope who made sails 
for the first volunteer-built Opti fleet.  We also had three former RCS Youth Program Head Instructors, Patrick DiLalla, 
Wiley Todd, and Collin Pope, at the races.  Pat taught Wiley, who skippered the winning boat "AKC Hound".  Wiley worked 
with Collin Pope on the High School Sailing team.  And Collin was in the first RCS youth sailing class in 1998.  This in 
depth community involvement, along with the connections between all the participants, bodes well for RYC, RCS, the 
Apprenticeshop, in all future sailing activities in the Penobscot Bay region. 
  
Many thanks go to all organizers from both the Rockland Yacht Club and the Apprenticeshop including David Jones, Jesse 
Henry, Justin McAnaney, Beth Pope, Heidi Burden, Kit Macchi, Walt Matthews, Adam Yanchunis, and especially all the 
boat owners and crews who supported and ran this event with their time, donations, encouragement, and enthusiasm. 

 Overall PHRF Corrected Results - (place, boat, owner/skipper, RCS sailor, (age) 

  
1st   -   "AKC Hound", 1959 Melody Yawl, George Emory/Wiley Todd, Bradley Gannon (15). 
2nd  -   "Walkabout", Tartan 10, Doug Pope, Andy Bird (11). 
3rd   -  "Havoc", J-24, Patti Spaulding, Tristan Lewis (12). 
4th  -   "This Guy", Etchells 30, Brian McClellan, Eva Ritchie (15). 
5th  -   "Elvis Tuna, Etchells 30, David Jones/Pat DiLalla, Martha Moskowitz (14). 
6th  -   "Sans Culottes" Beneteau 39,  Robert Johnston, Devon Gordon (17) and Jesse Henry (12). 
7th  -   "Dora M."  O'Day Tempest,  Leila Murphy, Aidan Gordon (15). 
8th  -   "Moonbird" Colgate 26, Fred Boursier/Joe Cooper, Tristan Lewis (17). 

9th  -   "Badger" Frers 33, Jim Cuthbertson, Nick Stuart (12). 
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Karen and Jim Simpson 

Member Profile: Geoff Torney,  edited by Mike Sodano and Aleta Kilborn 
 
  Geoff was born in Boston, MA on July 13, 1914. 
He received his high school diploma from 
Middlesex School in Concord, MA, his BA in 
History from Harvard in 1937, and his MS in 
Hospital Administration from Yale, in 1950.  
  In the early 1920’s, his family purchased a 
summer cottage on the water in Duxbury, MA 
where he learned to sail when he was ten years 
old. Eventually, they had a 10 ft. gaff-rigged 
catboat and an 18 ft. centerboard sloop of a 
racing class called the Duxbury Duck. While in 
High School, at age 16, he and a friend sailed this 
open boat from Duxbury to Tenants Harbor and 
back. A tarp over the boom was their only 
shelter when they put in for the night during this 
adventure. 

  During his high school summers, he raced the boats twice a week in the tidal Duxbury Bog (8.5’ 
tides). The race times were based on the tide. 
  After college, he received a commission in the US Navy Reserves. Due to medical problems, he 
did not go on active duty, but went to work at the Bethlehem Steel Shipbuilding Division as an 
engineer during Word War II. After the war, he worked at t hospital and attained a Masters Degree 
in Hospital Administration from Yale Medical School. 
  Geoff came to Rockland in 1960 as Administrator of the old Knox Hospital. He joined the 
Rockland Yacht Club shortly after moving to Maine. At that time, the club meetings were held at 
the Navigator Motel. Overnight cruises were held 4 – 6 times a year.  
  He first met Virginia Torney (Ginny) when she volunteered at the hospital and then again when 
he joined the RYC, where Ginny was already a member. Both Geoff and Ginny had gone through 
divorces during the summer of 1968. They each had their own boats and eventually bought a 25 ft  
Cape Dory together. Their last boat, Sanderling, was a 30 ft  Bristol. They married in 1970 and that 
same year she became Commodore of RYC. In 1974, the club bought 2 sailing dinghies and held 
weekly races with them and other boats in the harbor. The dinghies were later sold. 
  With the election of Dick Jones (a retired navy pilot) the club became more active in waterfront 
affairs with better organized cruises. For many years, the club’s annual lobster picnic and meeting 
were held at Geoff and Ginny’s house in Owl’s Head until the membership grew too large. 
  Geoff has always been physically active, he used to downhill ski and then did cross-country and 
played golf. He still is an avid reader, preferring non-fiction, historical books. He currently is at an 
assisted living facility in Springvale, near his step-daughter, Betty. Last year he passed his driving 
(road) test, so he still gets out on his own! 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


